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MAGNUSON FISHERIES REAUTHORIZATION/Final Passage
SUBJECT: Sustainable Fisheries Act . . . S. 39. Final passage, as amended.
ACTION: BILL PASSED, 100-0

SYNOPSIS: As passed, S. 39, the Sustainable Fisheries Act, will reauthorize and amend the Magnuson Fisheries Act. |
Magnuson Act governs commercial and recreational fishing in federally controlled waters. It provides a natiol

framework for conserving and managing marine fisheries within the United States’ exclusive economic zone (EEZ) thatextends
the seaward boundary of each coastal State and territory out to 200 nautical miles from shore. Eight regional countisheigvelop
management plans that are consistent with national standards that prevent overfishing.) Key provisions of S. 295 includin
following:

® authorizations will also be extended for other marine statutes, including the Interjurisidictional Fisheries Act, the Atlar
Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management Act, and the Anadromous Fish Conservation Act;

e "overfished" and "overfishing” will be defined, annual reports will be made on fisheries, and a council will have 1 year to de
a corrective plan for any areas found to be overfished or approaching an overfished condition;

® numerous "bycatch" (incidental fish that are caught when catching marketable seafood) and waste reduction provisions
be enacted; those provisions will minimize bycatch and reduce the mortality of bycatch when it cannot be avoided; spauial provi
will be enacted on shrimp trawling in the Gulf of Mexico and the South Atlantic; the Gulf Council will retain decision-makin
authority over the bycatch program of the red snapper, without which the red snapper fishery would be closed;

® "essential fish habitat” will be defined for the purposes of the Magnuson Act, and steps will be taken to protect such hal

® management reforms will be made to council operations;

® a moratorium through FY 2000 will be placed on new individual fishing quotas, and other restrictions will be imposed;

® community development quotas for Alaskan villages that have been suggested by a council for several major Bering
fisheries will be mandated, and similar programs will be authorized for the western Pacific;

e Alaska will be allowed to regulate fisheries in Federal waters that have no approved fishery management plan;

(See other side)
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e research will be increased to improve the scientific basis of fishery management plans;

® buyout programs will be permitted to reduce the number of approved fishing vessels or permits;

o fisheries disaster relief may be provided;

o for fisheries undergoing rebuilding, vessel refinancing and extended repayment schedules will be authorized; and

® |imited autonomy will be given to Guam, American Samoa, and the Northern Marianas in managing their fishery resources.

Those favoringfinal passage contended:

This bipartisan bill that was developed painstakingly over 3 years will make the most significant revisions in the Magnuson Act
since it was enacted in 1976. The original goals of the Act were to Americanize the fisheries off our shores with a 200ammie li
to make those fisheries operate on a sustainable basis. The first goal has largely been met, but, largely due to gkd8th in the
fishing industry, further reforms now need to be made to reach the second goal. One of the first problems is that weda¢gd more
on the level of harvests that are sustainable. By trial and error, from depleting fishing stocks, a general idea of hslwaanch fi
be taken has been gained. Still, more needs to be learned, and this bill will provide for the needed research. Sectedlyand rela
we need to provide protection for fish habitat to increase fishing stocks, and this bill will provide that protectionarkadhings
bill will address is bycatch. By some estimates, the amount of bycatch each year is equal to three times the amountaoéfish tha
caught each year over sustainable levels. If we could just drastically reduce bycatch, and we believe that this biNevihhaichie
end, we will be able to increase fish harvests and sustain them indefinitely. This bill has tough but necessary prowigices\bat

the needs of numerous competing commercial fishing industries, of sport fishermen, of environmentalists, and of varibus regiona

needs. Senators have put aside their party differences to craft this fair and very needed bill. It should pass with oyewgpelrnin

No arguments were expressed in opposition to final passage.



